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Gillenlomp Jointld the !nq ia Uarcb 1909, en­
tering the 7t.b Fie.ld lrli.ll.eq Ragi.!Mnt. a.s &11 o!!icsr 
c.andidat.e, and 1a t.he aa.ee ,-ar,.. &iTo.n bi.a ooa­
aiaaioii u a aeeOftd. ~t, nth ••z:l.l&rit7 dat.1.n& 
!roa 22 J.~·1908 . Dw"i.ng liorld -;car Iba eened 1Js 
Nflral u•~\.• aa .act.in& General St.&l't Officered 
in F.sJru&'Z"'T 1918 was d•taebed for Gaa.ral 8'-att t.ra.1.n.in& 
ia. oounea held at. Sedan. After tho end ot ~~1~ '!::- ! 
and t.be di.Nolu.t.ion ot the l!:lporlal. 0.Nl&ll Anq, he 
wae ca.rriecl o.er iAt.o the new ReichlnP-lu' • the 100 ,ooo 
.111an an:,y Gerarq wu pend.t.t.ed tQ maintain undar ibe 
Treat.7 o! Vel'Hille• . 

ID l9Zl Oallenlcaap, t.luu:l a capt.a.in, wu giYtt 
General St.a.tt Corpa statua d troa t.beil w:t.il \he 
oui.bre&lt ot ~rld War U ~t.od ~t.-..ettn t.he r1.eld 
.torces and General St.a!! ass~ts, being pro-
00ted Ge~Jor in larch 19J8. I Q;T-e,11atel7 
after t.he otttbN&k o! War General O.llenk&r.lp .. 
pl.aced in ~omssnd o! the 76th !n!a.ntq Dirl.doa, 
~ part ia tbs Fnnch and l.at~r in ths R!.14siaA 
ouipaign. Proooiod ~:ieralleutnant in Apr-111940 
be 'fttl a.pc;,-oiat.ed Com.anding Guneral of LXll In­
ra.ntey Corps 1n ,.re.nee on 1 April 1942, t.hia appetint­
-ieat coinci.d,1.Jt& wlt.h hb turtbsr proalOUotl ~ Ocneral 
der Art.illeeya. On 12 A.quat. l.944 General Ga.llenkaarp 
reeignod !or 1"$UMS or ill-health .. He w.u paced 
in the Arwy High C~d O!!ic:er R s rve Pool and 
reisoTitd t.o the Res4?"VO lill.it.ary Hoaplta.l, aia 

Yr&uenberg, Bad l&srgant.hd.::., f.uertt..e.:s.berg , whore be 
wae captured an l2 .A.pril 1945. 
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ElA.lE:LlS TAKEN FnOl! iiA.1:! AS AH EMPIRICAL BASIS 

KIAYPLllS FOR !HE ARRAi"'lGEliffll'l' OF YAP KXEnCISYS 

Al:D FIELD DISCUSSIOOS 

J. 

On 24 .htly 194l the ?et,h In.f'.3-°try Division (-.;ith 'f/o ~ a normal. 

intant.ry di:vi.sion of the ~cond wo.ve of the Ge:rzE.n Arey) crossed t.he 

Dnieper at. a point appro.rt.cately ~ ki.l.oraeters south o1: Uogi.leT over 

a military bridge, Yd.th orders to re.:1cb KricheT as soon as possible. 

Situation on 24 Juq 191.1. at 0700 hours 

The reconnaissance bnttalion chich had crossed the river at ahou~ 

0430, reeorm.citer.,,_ng in the direc1.ion or !!ogiln, reported. that it had. 

encountered st.roag enemy forces on the eastern bank or the Dnieper. The 

enemy's strength wtas es·dmated at 5e-veral regiments Tiith artillery and 

numerous vehicles. r.ea-ry e;unt'L.-e cculd be hes.rd f~001 the VU Corps • 

sect.or to the north, where that co:rps -was attacking YogileT .from the Y4est. 

The bulk of the spcccrhe.ading 23,Sth In.f~ntry ,egincnt had crossed the 

bridge. 



llS I C-079 -2-

Estimate o! the Situation by Commander of 78th ln.tantry Dirisian 

"Because the 78th In.tantry Division• s route or advance toward 

Krichev pa.ssee for about sefln or eight kilometers close :~:o the strong 

Russian .forces, report.ad., the nank of the advancing d.irision, and 

especl.ally it.s supplies, are end.angered b_y the enemy.• 

The eon;narrling general o! XIII Corps -was in:ronned b_y telephone o! 

this esti.m?.te of the situation, as well as of the fact that the continued 

advance of the division and its supplies woold be "joopardi~ed tml.ess the 

situation could be brought under control, In case the adTaoce should, 

neTertheless, be continued, the establishment of a supply rout.a located. 

.t'u....-ther southward. was absolutely essential. 

Results 

Oiiing to the critical situation near !richev, which called for the 

arriTal of the corps in that area without delay , the corr.m.anding general 
/-(,f' IC )-/c / 

ordered the di vision to rr.arch on toward 1.:0bile o and take the proper 

measures for its security. At the same t ir!;e, he proir..iised to tlsit the 

division during the morning for a coniereoce. This conference took place 

about noon in a village along the route of advance. 

The di vision commander reported the situation, as it had meanwhile 

de-veloped, as follows: The attacking VII Corps had been unable to cross 

the river at any point. The intensity of the battle remained undiminished. 

Subsequent~ reconnaissance reports can.fir;;:ied the impression t.bat the enemy 

forces east of the Dnieper comprised. at least one division. )[oreover, 

heavy east-west and ~est~ast mot-or trai'fic on the main higlrlfay had been 



_,_ 

Cone).~s a! t.h8 pi Tisi.on ~ 

A eats ~ o! t.he di ~aiaa arxi it.a ~pl.1$:S ~ be :poa~le 

only i! the e~ ~ ~s el.:ud.nat.cld. ~ee\ vas ,ua.do !«l' p r.m1~e1.on 

to at.t.aak. 

Deeis!.on of C~4rlinS ~l 

Th~ p~ slt-un.t.iotl at trkhev "3¼-ui..-Qa t.h.~t "-ll eo.rps ~eu\s 

tiliould arrlw ::a S<"X}O as poe:.ible. ':be.ro-fore., ~t.h<~ our !orces re­

qu.ire ado:;.-ua~ ~t ion ~ the e~ !. oroo:t :;ou!,h or ~o,9l..e'V ~ all 

~c will bn'\.-e to:"» taken to cont.irm.o ~ ~w.u.~e ~ XrlcbeT a.a 

rapidl.y &.$ posoibl.e-. lt ie i.lapoesible to eat.ahlish G rlM! cti "Vim.on ~'Pl.1 

rout.G :fort.bQr ~. 

COMJ.udi.Ilf; Report. aj; 1.118 Oi vie.ton C~'1'.le.'( 

ln this ~port. ~ d.iTisi.on ~ndBl" ~taU#d t.J'<.rat. he tel\. obliged t.o 

say th:lt under prcsrot circ-~1'1 be could ea,.-ey O'trt. t.be OTdEa' to ad­

v.woe at. t\ rRpid. r;iUJ O!ll.7 1n tJu, ~t. t.htt -Wt£1riil ~ o! ~ogi).8Y 

sl.iLttr.ntEd; furtheroaf'O, that. an at.taclc by f.ha ?8th Div.inion liou.ld s.l!lo 

truhrl.a.nth• 1:,- su,nport. Uw at.t&ok a! VII corpa. 

Tho co:n!t~ ,general. ragreU.ed th~t oo 'li&8 un&bl.e t.o ch~' hie 

decision bee~UCfJ of e»trict orders .fr~ lJ.n;f! h&ad-:.1uart.r.i-i-a. 

J,.!'t,er th~ e;r.e....1-..:..nl-e of ~ts the di·tl~ior:i corr.a.nier vi.nit&.1 t.ia regi.-­

W3n1.al coc:z.:i .... ..-:lnre. :'or the ~ ani nl.~t h~ f.l.(!.:.ieflod U~n-: observation, 

reeo;.r.aii;:::..:..~-e :;irxl ~t:.rlt;y rsecto~ e...'1d i::.'<# al.$-~ ord.c~ p(Ji'f eo:;;prt!honsi VG 



}IS" C-079 -4-

reconn.aiesance carried out. to the east and northwest 

.lt apprca:i.mately 16'.X> hours, whe. d a!Jnost 

been completed, a division sta.!t motorcycle messenger deliTered the !ol.low­

i.ng telephone message from tha commanding generals 

"'I! eoromaoder o! 78th Division believes that the order to ad-Vance 

on lrlchev - ;..irl.ch ~s urgent - cannot :t;>e earried out m. thout an 

attack against tbe ene.,cy group south o! }fogi.lev, he is berev;ith granted 

a tree band to launch an attack an 25 J-uly. In caoo the attack should be 

executed, the division \'fill be attached to VII Corps. 11 

The di vision co.rmiander withdre-.i for 2. short time and the:!. dictated. 

to the corrmanders present the foll.owing order: 

Di vision Assembly Order Preparatory to an Attack on the 

Uorni.ng ot 25 Jul~ 

(1) Enemy forces m.1.tilberlng at lea~t one Soviet division in t.he area 

soutlt of U-ogilav endanger thE; ordered advance of the division in the left 

naruc. The enemy situation to the northeast, 1;bere heavy motorized traffic 

has been reported, is not yet. clear. 

(2) On the morning o! 25 July, the 7Sth Division will attack and 

destroy the enemy group south of YogileT. For the duration of the att4ck 

the division will be attached t.o VII Corp5. 

{3) For this purpose the foilorlng units lliil be assembled prior 

to o6oo hours on 25 July: 
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(a) The 195th Infantry T<ith 4th Battery, 178th Artille17, 

attached in the foll.owing area: The left nank on the Dnieper - t.he 

right tlank about !in kilomete?s- to the east. Boundary separating i't. 

trom 2,38t.h Infantry will nm approximately along the line indieat.ed in 

Sketch 2. 

It •111 be the cission of 195th In!acl.ry to concentrate i t.8 main 

effort on pinning down t~e ene.ray on it~ front on both sides of the -road 

to llogilev am to push hir.i st.eadHy northlla:rd . 

(b} The 23$'th Infantry, in the area bounded by t.be line "Bepar­

at.ing it f'rom 195th Infantry am .i line about 1.5 kilo:.aetera tot.he east. , 

separating it from the 215th Infantry (a_upro:x:irtlfitely indicated on sket.eh). 

The task of the. 238th Infantry TI.ll be to eoneentrate its main effort. 

on the right, attGck the enemy on its front and to drive him back. The 

regiment will direct its ....ain at t.ention to tb, p·evention o! any en 

action against tr;e left D..3.n.k. of the 215th Infantry at.tacking on the right 

of the 23Sth Ini~try. 

(c) To tho right of the oour.rlary line separat.i..ng it i'ro.m the 

2,JStil Regiment, the 215th Regiment '1ill organize its forces on both sides 

of tLe road l&ading nortlr .. a.rd to the Dnieper bend and echel..ooed. to the 

right rear. 

It. will be ti·.e regiment• s mission, by niean s of ·a :powerful thrust north­

ward as fa:r as tbe Dnieper bend, to prevent. Soviet. forces stationed west­

liard in the Dnieper bend from escaping eastward . Tne 2.381:.h Infantry will 

be resµo.osible for protection of the left nan.k of the 215th Infantry. 

'l"ne speed of the 215th Ragiment 1 s advance will decide the success o! ths 
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over-all attack. 

(4) The commander of 178th Artillery lii.ll concentrate h.is entire 
-.... 

fire po'lfer (less the 4th Battery, which is to be attached to 195th In­

fantry ) to the rear o! the right flank or the ditlsion in such a manner • 

that the massed fire o! the regiment ea.n be observed while it fir8t 

&upporl.s the attack of the 215th In!ar1try, and then the rii;bt !lank of 

the 238th ~giment. 

In this area such for.ta.rd observe:rs as are needed ·aill be attached 

to t.'1.e assaulting infantry tmits.. In ajiition, ail preparations will be 

r;;ade to h:i.ve the batteries follo;,i tt.--e attacking infantry closel;y by eche­

lons during the advance. 

(5) The 178th Engineer Batt-alion will reach point (x) behind the 

front of the attacld.ng 215th In!'antry by 06oO hours, 25 JuJ.y, ani will 

remain there u."1der my co."T.mand. 

(6) By 0600, 25 July, the main body of the 178th Panzer Jaeger 

Bat talion \'iill assemble in area (y) behind the 215th In!antry and to the 

right, in such a iz:.anner that it can repulse any arr..,ored assault against, 

the attacking 215th Infantry Regi,;.ant. For this ;,urpose it will recoo­

noiter in a northeasterly direction the enemy motorized. forces which have 

been reported. 

(7) The l 7Sth Reconnai5sa.'1ce Battalion will reconnoiter in a general 

e.a:rterly directi~ in the area adjacent to the Panzer Jaeger battalion (see 

sketch) and will protect the right fiank of the attacking 7Sth Infantry 

Division. 
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(8) The 178th Fel.drekruten* Batta.lion liill reach area (x), .former­

ly the area of 178th Engineer Battalion, prior to 0800, 25 July, and will 

remain there under -cv command. 

(9) Division Reserves i 

(a) The 238th Infantry Regiment must not co.n:mit the battalion 

held in resene behind the right f.l.ank wit bout my pernd. ssion. 

(b) The 178th Engineer Battalion 

(c) The l 7Sth Feldrekrut.en Battalion 

(10) The 178th Signa1 Battalion •ill establish nre and rad.io coo:mu­

ni.cations between the division eornmatd Post (at z) and the comna.nd posts 

or the three ~antry regiment commanders and the con:mand poat of tho 

178th Artilleey Reg:i..tnerrt. 

(ll) 'nle closing in assembly positions •ill be report.ed to me at 

sq commend post by o6oo, 25 July. 

(12) The beginning of the attack will be ordered on the morning of 

25 July. 

(1.3) During the division• s attack I shall first be with the 238th. 

In!'antr;r Regiment., and later in the sector o! 2l5th Infantry Regiment . 

The ditlsion command radio station will accompany .i.e wherever I go. 

* Field recruit training battalion 

/s/ Gallenkamp 

Ge neral.leu to.ant 
and Di ti sion Comnao er 
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~Q-tl:d.ng new d:c'Veloped until t.be ~rning ot 2.5 Jul,7. At 051.5_ tho 

division ordered t..be a:t.taclt t.o st.a.rt. a\. 06~. At. 06oo Npor'ts !re= all. 

attached t::nit.s re~.g e~ 1n ~17 potdt.iona had arrl?ed at. 

t~ division CO.~ po.st. 'l't-~ act.ion~ d plwmed &t. o63() in 

cJ.ear ~ 'f$a.t~. 

Chro.~ q! Attack on the !1:onit;M ot ~ Jajz 

5.hol'tly a~.,.:.r O?JO the l9$'t.h ln.t'1S.nt....7 r.~nt and the lt0$\..sm 

demantt. ot ~ L.-J."emt.ry Re~t. s~e.&i~]Jr c~ -.e~ e.i11141:lJ1 

outpost.a ~hieh th'V" .;.ere able to push back wit.bout oinere tlgnt.ing. 'tr,e 

215th In..f'.w.t..r;r f~-~ n:.pidl,y aav~ ee-vor<l kil~e up to the 

5ottt.hern edge o! the ¥ood& wi~ ~ hostile '1-oo~. 

A..f"t.er o73o. e~ -rc.ai~ st.if!~ al.or-~ 'the eiit.iro- d.ivi.aioa 

tror::-t. 'the 195th 1n1'ant.r;r Reg..iment could ~ .r:er~ inch .C~arct, tttr-na 

t.be l">'est~rn f°'J.Ank of th,:;, ~ .. ,8t.-b lnfantr,- .P.o~ ~d beM.rid. .Alt.r,.o,.z,gh 

hea:r.n;r S\li-:l;>ort.e:-1 by artillery, t.he ea.:.~l"n tl.E.nk could b:.u'Eily k&ep 

abreart. 0! trw at-t.aoking 215't.h In!ant,q R&~ Cne art.or the ot.MJ", 

tih t.-o ei.ght, enezcy bc~'t.t.eric,a of' Ui;.ht. and .mo::l~ caliber e.nt.ered t~ 

b-:i t, t.le • 

B,:r OS)O U.e ra~-.~r Ja0e£"r bat.t.alloo 1'.ad r-..po~'-'8d hiM.ty t.rarrio on 

too hi.ghl:f~-tl le~.ing es.rt 1uid norl.heaat. fio>..:: l!ogller - "the t.ra!ric being 

a~.rt. equally bea.Y,Y in bot.h <lirecticrus" - sr,d that sorta vil.:..agtHi and ~ l.L 

.-.ocrls weiro OCCt;i'Uttl b7 th9 br.OOQ'• 

'rhi!! rooonn.'1.ee.ru-..c6 b;;;.ttallon report.ech ttso rar no eoe:.ey c.on1.n~." 

.:.t (fj'JO t.he 195th In!nnt.r;r J·egilno.,rt, vae !'i.f;ht.ing it..s w;;.y st-uboomly' 
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And tlowly northward along both sides or the road. to Jlogilev. 

ilong a road leading in a nort.bwestern dire.ct.ion toward Mogil.eY, 

t.he 238th Infantry Regiment eneouat.ered a section ot swamp:, brook i..rrain 

wit.h sneral brooks .. hich •as tenaeion.el.7 defended.. _Only on it.a east.em 

t1ank did the regiment, by empl.oying a rein.forced company of the reserve 

battalion , penetrate deeply into t.hs wooded zone . 

Believing that the 215th Infantry Rsgi.ment 11onld continue t.o advance 

rapidly, the division corrtna.nder had m:,Ted. his cammand post. to the sector 

of this regiment situateci along the road leading ~ard the berxi in t.he 

Dnieper. 

About 1.0l.5 the division command post received the following message : 

•The 1st Battalion, 2l5th I.ruantry Regiment has reached t-he Dnieper bend.. 

Regiment is organizing for defense again.st. enemy surround.ed to t.he west 

and relief a'tt.a.cks from the northea5t- and e~st.. • (See Sleet.eh 3) 

Development of the Situation up t.o 13QQ 

A.s the result of blocld.ng o!! enemy act.ion fi-om. the ea.st, the 

tenacious resistance before the 19 5th In.!'antry, as well as before t.he 

western nank of the 238th Intantr;y., had abated by ]JOO. Both regi:ment.s 

were now able to gain more ground nort.l:1"ard. 

On the other band., the situation· or the 215th Infantry Regiment grew 

progressively more difficult . 

Situation of the 215th Infantry in Detail: 

Facing westward, the for-¥ard 1st Battalion had to repulse an increasing 

number of attempts to break ou.t by the surrounded Soviet in.fantry units. 
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Strong elernente of the 2d and .3d Batt&l.1.ons, 215th Infantry R&giment 

had to be comrltted againl!St. Soviet motorized forces brought up !or the 

relief of the surroonded troops al.ong the rooos !'rom the northeast. and 

north. 

The bulk of the 178th Art.illery Regiment wae regrouping against t.hese 

eD8fi27 units in the difficult wooded t.errain. Tl-..e. Coour.ander or t.he 215th 

Inta.ntry Regiment considered the situation o! his regiment. neither parti­

cnl.arl.7 si.ll'!ple nor espeeia~ grave. 

There was no evidence o! any participation by VII Corps from the 
- ---· ·- ~- .. 

vest.. The intensity of the battle remained lIIlCbanged as compared •ith __ __..--

t be prerlou.a day. 

The division commander ordered the 238th Infantry Regiment to con­

centrate all. avail.able forces on its right fiank in order to bring the 

neces sary relier to the 1st Battalion, 215th In.tantry Regiment. by it.s 

a:ppearanee at the Dnieper. 

In addition, the engineer battalion was moved behind the right fiank 

of the 215th Infantry and the Feldrekrut,en battalion moved closer to the 

division•~ right flank. 

It had not been possible to establish cont.act. with the VII Corps, 

fighting en the western bank o! the Dnieper (radio code unknown). 

The Situation up to 1..800 Hours 

The 195th and 238th 11'...!antry Regiments reported substantial _ progress 

and the capture ot great numbers of pri soners and large quanti t i es o! 

materiel. (See Skat.ch 4) The arriTal. of the righ~ flank of the 238th In­

f antry Regiment at the Dnieper_ bend had rel ieved t he 1 st Battalion o! the 
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215th In!'antry Regiment. 

Further developments in the zone of the 215th Infantr;r, especially · 

the conmi.t.ment of new enemy forces in a southeastern direction, "Which ex­

t.-endad the !roots prompted the 215th In.tant.ry P..eg:L-:icnt' c co.c:.c.ia.nder to 

speediJ.,1 employ this 1st Battalion !or ext.ending his right flank in the 

defense. The zone of fire of the 178th Artill.ery Regiment also had to be 

t urned more and Eo:::-e in an easty,·arct direction. 

The threatened outnanking of the 215th Infantry Regiment com­

pelled the division cora.;a.ndsr 1-o com.dt tJ:;e engineer battalion in a 

counterattack on the right (southern) flank, adjacent. to the regiment, 

at about 1800 hours. 

By this time the bulk of the Panzer Jaeger battcilion had also been 

thro-..-n into the battle in order to strengthen this sector of the front. 

The 178th Feldrekruten Battalion 1'1'as ;,JOVed u_;:. directly behind the 

right nank of the division. 

Th.e reconnaissance battalion reported cl.!>.~hes -;-;ith '-eak enemy groops. 

It had be;en i.rr.pc3sible to obtain defir:.ite :infor.=.ation concerning the 

strength of enemy .forces holding a wo'.Xled section or terrain east of the 

division's right nank. The inhabitants or the region stated t.-hat the 

woods were occupied by strong Russian forces . Fire prevented all ob­

servation o! the ~ood . 

By night:fall the resistance of the encircled Soviet forces had 

practically ceased. • The counterattack by the en.g:i:neer batt.al1on had 

provided security fortbe division's right flank and had brou.ght the 
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